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Historically  lard  has  been  the  most  important  livestock  product 
esqjorted  by  the  United  States,    Lard  exports  have  been  remarkably  sta- 
ble over  a  period  of  years.    An  appreciable  decline  in  exports  occxirred 
in  1953  due  to  curtailed  slaughter  of  hogs  but  exportable  supplies  were 
larger  in  19$h»    A  substantial  increase  in  output  and  exportable  supplies 
is  indicated  for  1955 ♦ 

Exports  of  tallow  (primarily  inedible)  surpassed  lard  shiuments  in 
1952,    Spectacular  increases  in  exports  of  tallow  during  recent  years 
have  been  due  to  two  principal  factors:    (1)    a  record  level  of  cattle 
slaughter  and  (2)    an  accelerated  decline  in  use  of  tallow  in  soaps  as 
a  result  of  greater  use  of  synthetic  detergents « 

EXPORTS  OF  LARD 

United  States  exports  of  lard  increased  appreciably  during  19$h 
(Table  1).   Declines  occurred  in  shipments  to  a  number  of  countries  but 
increased  exports  to  other  destinations  more  thah  offset  them»  Increased 
output  of  pork  and  larger  domestic  production  of  lard  were  responsible 
for  smaller  imports  into  Canada  and  Sweden,    An  increase  in  production 
in  the  Netherlands  may  have  been  partially  responsible  for  a  curtailment 
of  imports  from  the  United  States.    However,  this  decline  probably  occurred 
as  a  result  of  a  reduction  in- trans-shipments,  of  United  States  lard  to 
third  countries.    For  example,  direct  exports  from  the  United  States  to 
Yugoslavia  increased  substantially  in  195U, 

The  decrease  in  exports  of  lard  to  Mexico  reflected  the  appreciable 
increases  in  that  country »s  output  of  vegetable  oils,    Mexico's  imports 
of  lard  are  handled  exclusively  by  CEIMSA,  a  semi-governmental  agency, 
in  charge  of  regulating  supplies  of  basic  foodstuffs.    Such  lard  is  duty 
free,  but  increased  domestic  output  of  competing  products  has  reduced  the 
need  for  impoirts, 

Venezuela.  Penr,  Ecuador  and  Japan  imported  less  lard  from  the  United 
States,  in  TSSU  primarily  because  of  smaller  allocations  of  dollars  for 
this  purpose.    Dollar  shortages,  with  Ven<?7,e\Tla  an  Gjcception,  are  not 
unusual  for  most  of  these  conntrios^ 


In  recent  years  Veneariela's  trade  balance  with  the  United  States  has 
been  very  favorable «    This  situation  changed  during  19^ht  Venezuela's 
central  bank  sales  of  foreign  exchange  exceeded  purchases  by  ^;2«7  billion 
in  195U,  representing  the  first  deficit  since  1950. 

Larger  exports  to  Colombia,  Bolivia,  Panama^  Cuba  and  Sydtzerlandg 
reflected  the  competitive  price"  of  UcS»  iard» 

As  a  result  of  greater  imports  the  Colombian  government  has  increased 
the  import  duty  for  lard  from  approximately  S  to  18  cents  per  pound c 

Increased  dollar  earnings  and  dollar  liberalization  were  directly 
responsible  for  most  of  the  increase  in  West  Germany's  imports  from  the 
U»S*    The  increase  in  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom  resulted  from 
various  programs  of  the  Foreign  Operations  Administration^ 

EXPORTS^  OF  TALLOW; • 

Exports  of  tallow,  edible  and  inedible,  declined  by  only  2  percent 
in  19Sh  as  compared  to  19$3  (Table  2),    However,  considerable  shifts  oc- 
curred in  export  destinations  in  19^h»    Sharp  declines  occurred  in  ejqjorts 
to  Colombia^  Belgiumj  and  Luxembourg  and  Switzerlando 

Increased  production  of  beef  (and  consequently  tallow)  in  virtually  all 
of  Western  Europe  in  19$h  reduced  the  need  for  imports  of  tallow  from  the 
United  States,    This  situation  was- responsible  to  some  extent  for  the 
decline  in  U,S,  exports  to  Belgium,  Luxembourg  and  Si'ri.tzerlando 

The  decline  in  exports  to  Colombia  in  19^h  i^slJ  have  resulted  from  a 
combination  of  several  factors »    An  appreciable  reduction  in  cattle 
slaughter  in  19^3  undoubtedly  contributed  to  the  larger  imports  during 
that  year.    Import  licenses  and  prior  approval  from  the  Minister  of 
Development  are  required  for  tallowo    Also,  tallow  recently  became 
subject  to  an  exchange  tax  of  10  percent  which  must  be  paid  prior  to 
obtaining  import  licenses. 

Increased  income  and  greater  availability  of  foreign  exchange  re- 
sulting from  sales  of  coffee  at  favorable  prices  were  the  major  factors 
responsible  for  the  larger  exports  of  U»S,  tallow  to  Guatemala  and  El 
Salvador  in  19$ht>    larger  exports  to  Italy,  Korea  and  Taiwan  resulted 
from  increased  shipments  under  various  programs  of  the  Foreign  Operations 
Administration. 
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■EABEE  X  lARD:    United  States  exports  by  country 

of  destination,  annual  1951-5U 


Country 
of  destination 


19^1 


19^2 


19^3  1/ 


19^h  1/ 


Canada 

Mexico 

Guateinala 

El  Salvador 

Costa  Rica 

Panama 

Cuba 

Haiti 

Colombia 

Venezuela 

Ecuador 

Peru 

Bolivia 

Sweden 

Netherlands 

Austria 

S>]itzerland 

United  Kingdom 

West  Germany 

Yugoslavia 

Japan 

Others 

Total 

X/  Preliminary 


pounds 

12^93U 
31,095 
8;  398 
3,820 
6,U56 
5;  578 
lli5;57U 
5;  613 
3;lit5 
7,80? 
'h56 
■10;221 
2,26ii 
'  0 
U8-3I6 
21^638 
3;  335 
23r,539 
31;ii88 

85^175 
9^826 
13,809 


1,000 
pounds 

i;936 

37 ',050 
5^935 
3iltii3 
7,613 
7,677 
173^817 
8',  661 
7;810 
6',  685 
3:119 

22^878 

2^lt91 
7^890 

35^718 

2;  175 
102; 8U6 
95; 812 
38;755 
U;712 
7,538 


1,000 
pounds 

7;  020 
39^983 
7^311 
l',780 

7;  513 
6;  809 
lli2;391 
7,098 

^633 
r,326 
12;  102 
15; 373 
2;  178 
11; 889 
3U;576 

20,687 

^606 

2ii;197 
3i[;3l6 

20;757 
2;  370 
18,676 


1,000 
pounds 

3;  292 
30; 672 
8;  953 
U,o65 
7;  029 
9;ii98 
158; 352 
5;  899 

2,359 
'722 
9;  000 
U;86l 

li,99li 
'220 

lh;29U 
I8;li78 

2;  216 
97;llli 
U9;583 
26,787 
'270 

6,739 


'688,507      633,7it5      U22,591  U65,397 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  compiled  from  official 
records  of  the  Bureau  of  Census, 


TABLE  2      TALLOW  (EDIBIE  AI^TU  IMIPLE) : '  United  States  exports 
by  countrjr  of  destination^  annual  1951- 5U 


Country 
of  desti?iation 


Canada 
Ilexico 
Guatemala 
El  Salvador 
Cuba 

Dominican  Republic 

Colombia 

Ecuador 

Peru 

Chile 

Norway 

United  Kingdom 

Ireland 

lletherlands 

Belgium  and  Luxembourg 
France 

VTest  Germany 
Austria 
Switzerland 
Italy 

Yugoslavia 

Thailand 

Philippines 

Korea 

Taiwan 

Japan 

Egypt 

Un,  of  South  Africa 
Others 


1951 


pounds 

19}lh9 
21^725 
2,077 
l',052 
33',258 

3;2hQ 

2;81|0 

6',  no 

3;  829 

i;752 

7i339 
6;51i6 
8',  502 

148^795 
3',  810 
liii531 
9^275 
15; 250 
77^613 
13,597 
'617 
10^626 
2^980 
6^890 
59^280 
9,61;1 
36^971 
28,650 


1952 


1,000 
pounds 

8-,  368 

U3;757 
5^217 
3^180 

28^U01 

10; 176 
3^952 

ll;2U4 
l;811t 
3^896 

17^623 
5^937 

38; 113 

37;i|.22 

2^853 
32^515 
5;  861 

25; 969 
8U;U63 

13; 599 
3;68ii 
2;  836 
i4;i51i 
9;  386 
lli0^850 
33^583 
U6,U83 
33.U19 


1953  1/  i    195U  1/ 


1,000 
pounds 

5;  950 

56;  029 
3;2oU 
3:360 

28lU87 

ii;Uoi 
19;2iil 

7;  031 
11081 
12;  271 

3;ol;i 

6;529 
3;  319 
107;6Ii5 
56^680 

llil;093 
6;  799 
35; 017 
103; 665 
21; 023 
5;  632 

7;78ii 
13; 737 
221;  593 
ii6^381 
59; 038 
28,U56 


1,000 
pounds 

h;U82 
55;  698 
1;,337 

33;  188 

3;  327 

11;  502 

8;  231 
9;  362 

5;  032 
U;i;97 

9;  567 

%m 

108; 553 
29;i435 
U;oo7 
116; 701 
2;  975 
22; 766 
1U9;858 
19;  li  67 
6;  303 
11; 9^0 

13;  269 
21;  937 
191;  806 
iiii;9l7 
58; 256 
li8,U08 


Total 
1/  Preliminary 


U62,801      663,299    1^035,796  1,011,252 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  Compiled  from  official 
records  of  the  Bureau  of  Census « 


